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ACTION OF THE HOUSE ON THE TAX BILL. r

Tho House spi n I most of the session to-day in consider- h

i.ig tho Tax bill, which is pushed vigorously by the *

Committee of Ways and Means. Many members have tl
but littlo relish for this important work, and tho House *

dwindles rapidly below a piorum. A call of tho House it
was made this afternoon, und all sorts of excuses r

were made by members for absenting themselves. f>
One was called out by his wife, another '-by a

tho telegraph," another by important personal
business; another "was excessively hungry," he. Mr.
Stevens is obliged to crack tho parliamentary whip ti

vigorously over the team to keep them in the traces. B
Pending the section taxing spirits, tho following was si

Anally adopted as a substitute for the section reported by tl
the Committee of Ways and Means On spirits mixed C
with other liquors or materials, or prepared in any way e

to be sold as whiskey, brandy, gin, wine, or by any other p
oame, not otherwise provided, fifty cents per gallon, on b
the basia of the first proof; and so in proportion for any g
greater strength than the strength of first proof. Mr. »

Edwards moved as an amendment the following:. s

That this tax shall he assessed on all such spirits held
by any person or persons for sale at the' time this act
shall take effect.
This amendment was lost, establishing, it is thought,

the final sense of the House as to taxing any article not
1

manufactured at the time the act shall take effect.
8

n
ISSUE OP TREASURY CERTIFICATES.

About on e and a half millions of six percent certifl-
y

cates were issued to-day, chiefly of the denomination of
one thousand dollars. The checks and warrants now in

/ amount to about ten millions. v
v t

THE ABOLITION OP SLAVERY IS THE DISTRICT OP
COLUMBIA.

Some of the radical portion of Congress begin to manifesta little uueasmet* ct the inordinate baste with e

Which the project of abolishing slavery in the District of r

Columbia has been pressed. It is evident that It will no1 1

produce the emancipation of a single negro, except such
1

worthless ones as the owners would be glad to get rid of;
1

but the simple agitation of the subject has already bad a
1

very deleterious influence upon the frao negro popu-
lotion, and instigated an insupportable insolence among
them, which forces itself upon the attention of many who '

were at first carried away with the idea of abolishing slaveryIn the federal capital. It is rapidly becoming apparentthat the prosecution of this scheme will not only
make the city of Washington the rendezvous of the most '

worthless class of population, but will be regarded by tho
whole country as an evidence of consciousness on the 1

part of the republicans that the power they now possess 1

will be soon swept from their grasp, never more to be 1

resumed. 1
"

The speech of Senator Wright this afternoon produced '

a marked effect upon the Senate and the audience prelent.The earnest and eloquent manner in which he
enunciated the duty of Congress, to legislate solely
with a view to put down the rebellion, without stopping * !
for a moment u> discuss mattors or inferior importance,
lade a deep impression. Hi* statement that the 1

excitement had culminated and would subside, and his 1

prophecy that by next year conservatism will rule the 1

, country, made tho radicals wince.

fWHAT SHALL BE DONE WITH THE CONTRABANDS ?
The disposal of the thousands of contrabands that have 0

Socked within the line* of the 1'mon army at various 9

points is troubling the wisest of the abolitionists in Con b

gress. They And they have purr based an elephant. l'

Nearly all the Western Stales have constitutional or legislativeprovisions excluding free negroes from a residence
within their limits. New England is regarded at the n

cnly available refuge for the contrabands. It is proponed e

now to colonise them in Massachusetts, where they can T

be taught a vai iety of industrial pursuits in warm and
comfortable workshops, and reduce the cost of labor to
Ibe manufacturers. These contrabands cannot remain

J

with safety where they now are. Their permanent sup
"

port by the government is not contemplated, and the *

only place open for their reception is New England,al D

though the majority of these men here scorn the idea of
working for a living, and when aaked to work answer
that they did not come here to work, but to avoid it. D

XX- PRESIDENT TIERCE AND THB XNIOHTR OP THE
OOLDMN CIRCLE.

ii appears ironi oiuciai r,orrn.giuii iri,cn mai lowaroi!

the close or lMt year a letter, written by a Dr. Hopkins,
came koto possess ion of the State Department. It was
therein stated that an organization had bean formed by
which the members of the Kaifhts of the Golden Circle
were to rush into the army and service or the fedora)
government, and thus gain influence and position for carryingout their treasonable schemes; and, further, the1
«s-President Pierce was among its prominent members, t
When this letter was received a note was sent to ex- I
President Pieree, enclosing an attract from it, saying:.
14 Yonr name is connected with a secret league ths
object of which la to overthrow the government' t
Any information on the subject will be accept- t
able" Mr. Pieree, in reply, expresees his sur- t
prise that even seeming credence should have been t
given to the charge: appeals to his general course as a t
complete refutation of the slander, and remarks that he I
never belonged to any secret league, society or sssocia I

tiou, nnd furtber objects to the form of the note. Secre
tary Seward. in reply, explains that thia was written by <

William Hunter,Chief Clerk of the Department; explains t
the ctrcurnrtsncrs under wblcb he sigDed it, regrets that
it gave offence, and offers an apology. I
DECISIONS Of THJC COMVTSRIOK RELATIVE TO 8TATK <

I'RiRONKKH. I
The eommirsion relative to the State prisoners closed 1

ita labors hen to-day. Its dec is loos are .
1

Mansfield Walworth shall be released on conditton that i

he goes immn liatoly to Saratoga county, hie paternal
raeidetice, reiimin there, and report to Hon. Rfuben H J
Walworth, until otherwise permitted oy the Secretary of
War Tn the meantime he i« not permuted to write let
lers to the S utes In insurrection j
Hudolpb Walk Ins, eon of a clerk in the Nary depart i

ntent, to be released upon taking the oath of allegiance. I
Mrs Augueta Heath Morri« Mre Roee O. N. Gr-aohow

and Mia. C. M. Baxley are lobe con-eyed beyond the
llnee, and to fire their parolee not u> return north of !
the Potomac, until permitted by the Secretary of War.

J. T IXtngerflelil and Win. H. McKnight, of the Ale*-
andrla Belief Aasoclation, to he relented upon their
parole of honor to render no aid or comfort to the enemy.
The ci mtnission ha* adjourned, to meet in Baltimore

to-morrow. and on Monday proceed to Fort I.ateyetie
nurn, to rntnnnA '.nrestiik ted.

From and after tbia date permit* or pa-fee to croea tha
Potomac within the linca of the federal army will not be
required of citirens. Officers and koldiere will la re

quired to exhibit pa sees u> come from the Virginia ide
to this side of the river, as usual.
MJSOVAL OF RESTRICTION* UPON TKAPE IN VIRGINIA.
The rtwtrlclioue have been removed from the fisheries

along the Potomac,and also from the trade upon the<ihesajtcakoand Ohio Canal, so (bat, with the opening of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad the canal to Cumberland,
the fisheries on the Potomac, and the oyster beds in the
"eaters of the Chesapeake, nlTulrt in th s region are

taptdly aaNtutxaig Ibe pwsiti o ye ante btilum I

NEW YO
ASPAIRS ON TilK LOW Kit POTOMAC.

Yesterday the Jacob Boll and Supping Stonue v wiled
Svausport. A boat's crew from each vessel was sent
>n shore. The Hkkald correspondent accompanied the

econnoitering party. Tlicy visited nearly all the bat
ones in tliat vicinity, including one on a high hill, about
takf a mile back of hvansporl, where was found the gun
hat Captain Eastman had attempted unsuccessfully to
> irsl. It is a thirty two poundor. one of the trunnions
vas broken off, the carriage burnt and the gun overhrown.This battery, aided by field pieces, was inendedto cover the retreat of the rebels through the
vnods in the rear, in the event of their being
Inven from the lower batteries. It was well defended
>y rille pits. A picturesque view of the river was obaiuedfrom the battery, disclosing a small island at the
mouth of t'hapawamsic creek, which is not disceruable
rom the river. Several of the men went a considerable
istance into the country, but there were no signs of
ebel troops nor inhabitants, all of whom seem to have
eseried their hous<-8. A quantity of shovels, pickaxes
ml other implements, used in the construction of earthworks,were found. Both parties of seamen subseuoutiyreturned on shore, in command of Lieut, t'omtandingMcCrea, of the Jacob Bell.
Prooceeding inland, they crossed Chapuwaiusic creek,

rhore tliey found five rebel storehouses, containing hay
ultiug UHichiues, platform scales aid other useful uppaatusand implements. They set fire to the buildings,
ibich were entirely consumed.
(ien.ral Hooker has been awarded the credit of relovingthe guns from the rebel batteries, as well as for

>aving effected the first lauding at these strongholds,
he eons ware removed bv Lieutenant Commandin?
as tman, of the Yankee, on whom, as a seaman, the
ask properly devolved.

wno SAVED TUB CAPITAL?
The attempt of the Philadelphia press to claim for the

mall band of Pennsylvania troops who arrived at tVashngtonon the 18th of Aprils the credit of having saved
he oapital from;seizure by the rebels, has excited much
ldicule here. It is well known that this sqcad of four
lundred and fifty men oamu nere without arms,clothes,
quipments or discipline, and were here for wooits before
hey were fit for any service. The Sixth Massachusetts
ras the first armed regiment to enter Washington when
I was beleaguered, and. with the exception of a few
egular* and the District militia, was the sole reliance
jr its protection until the blockade was broken by the
dvance by way of Annapolis.

THE KKBKL OHOULS AT MANASSAS.
A citizen of Cambridge, Mass., who went to Bull run

3 recover the remains of his brother, who belonged to a

ioston company, gives a melancholy account of the
Heritage committed upon the graves of our soldiers liy
tic rebels. About twenty of the Boston company and a

bclsea company had been buried near each other, but
very skull had been taken away, and nearly all the
rincipal bones of the bodies were gone. Some of the
odies had been dug out, and others pried out of the
raves with levers, and in some the sleeves of uniforms
;ere slit to obtain the hones of the arms. It was decribedas a sickening spectacle.

NOMINATIONS SENT TO THE BENATt.
The Senate held a long executive session this afternoon.

»o confirmations were made, but a large hatch of nomilationswas received and referred. Among them were
oml fifteen Brigadier Generals. Bayard Taylor was
lominated for Secretary of Legation at St. Petersburg,
nd the committee reported favorably. Tbe Domination
ras not acted upon.

THE PAY DEPARTMENT OP THE ARMY.
The Secretary of War transmitted to the House to-day

he reply of the Paymaster General to a resolution repectingthe number of officers connected with the Pay
lepartment of the army, the disbursements made by
ecb. the comDensation allowed them. Ac. Ha savs the

eolation baa not been answered from the inability of
be Department, wltb its present clerical force, to make
>ut the report requested. Various matters embraced in
he resolution hare been answered in replies to three reso.
utioos. The clerical force in the Paymaster'* office is
inadequate to its current business, and accounts of the
faymasters are constantly accumulating, and remain un.
icammed for this reason.

thk bankrupt law.
Am influential delegation of New York merchants is

icre, to urge the passage of a bankrupt lew. There is

tow a prospect of some movement in this direction.
I'here ha? hitherto been very little progress in regard .to
his measure; but the necessities of commercial comnullities,suddenly prostrated by the outbreak of the reicllion.are forcing themselves upon the attention of
Congress, and steady and energetic action on the part of
he friends of the measure may yet secure its passage.
tETIRN OF THK CONGRESSIONAL EXCURSION l'ARTY

FROM FORTRESS MONROE.
The Daval committees and other members of Confessand tbeir friends returned to-day from Portress

Jotiroe, where they had a pleasant and interesting visit'
"hey report that the preparations for taking care of the
lernmac, should she venture out, are of the most coradeleand formidable character.

THE OREAT WESTERN MAIL.
Tne Great Western mails left this morning in the seven
'clock train of cars from Washington for all the local
tot ions between Baltimore and Wheeling and Parkersurg,and will connect at Bcurwood and Parkersburg with
ua Western railroads and rivers, as formerly.
serious illness of mr. conway, of kansas.
The sickness of representative Conway, of Kansas, is
inch more serious than was at llrst supposed. His disusehas assumed the form of pleurisy.
he oppicial report op the battle between

the monitor and mkrrimac.
Id reply to the Senate's resolution, railing for General

(anstield's report concerning tbo rebel steamer Merrinac.that body ban been respectfully informed it tsdeemdinconsistent with the public interest at present to furisha copy of the document.
THE ARKY.

It is understood that Gen. Cadwalloder has been nomlatodas Major General of Volunteers.

PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS.
TUIHTV IEVERTH COHM1IB.

murr bbBsion.

ms.
Wamirutor, April 1,1802.

ran woiarb or sortberr BHSMwm.
%tr Dooltttls, (rep.) of Wis., presented a rommunlcalonfrom the Secretary of the Interior relative to t he
ndians of Northern Mississippi. Ordered to be printed.

tub babpartmsb or tuk rsiills at iumivak.

Mr. St'MBBR, (rep.) of Maes., offered a resolution that
be Committee on the Conduct of the War bo Instructed
o collect evidence In regard to the barbarous treatment
ly the rebels at Manassas of officers and soldiers of the
fntted States, killed in battle there. He said:.We have
>een di.-gusted and shocked by the reported treatment of
,he remains of soldiers by the rebels. The skull of a

}rave Massachusetts officer has been made into a drink
ng cup for a Georgia rebel. It is evident that we are in
onfltct with a people lower in the scale of civilisation
than ourselves, and he wanted record made for history
Mr. Howard, (rep.) of Mieb., moved to enlarge the

resolution so as to include an inquiry whether the rebels
>nlisted Indians, who committed unheard of atrocities,
tod bow this savage warfare was conducted. If he was
t commanding general he would make no prisoners of
nen who were serving side by stds with Indians
The resolution, thus amended, was adopted

iiOA.stiaTi 'W or mi muriA or tok tusrau-r or roLmniA
Mr. Wilsor. frep.) of Mass , introduced a bill Tor the

jotter organisation of the militia of the District of r'olumMh
THE SMimSOSIAR mSTTTtTIOR.

Mr Duow.frep.) ofa>na.,aaid a resolution was yesterdaypass'ed appoint trig Mr Woolrey * regent in tba
-mithsoman Institute. He (Mr Ihxon) had before offered
i resolution to appoint Henry Barnard He had received a
elter from Mr. Barnard, requesting him to withdraw hut
name in favor of Mr. Wnotary The letter war rend,

( evenai wool.'a oogwaim
Mr Hate, (rep.) of N. H., offered e resolution tiiat the

'sectary of War he instructed to transmit to the Senate
the rorr pondenee of (ienerat Wool with the War fie
wrlment relative to the movements or part thereof
nnce tie liar heen in command at Fortreea Monroe
The resolution was adopted
ma toot mov os stjtvear tw nnc msrator or rnt.rMsta
Tlie hill for the abolition of slavery in the Oistrict of

Columbia was taken up.
The nueslion being on an amendment ofTered by Mr.

I'niiKToy that ei|iiitable settlement he made with slave
and owner.

Mr. W.uoirr, (t'nion) of tnd., said he had hoped when
he came here thai he might «er his way < lear to vote for
all measures to put dnwe this rebellion, and that all
these cmbariassihg question* would not have lieen Introduced,to interfere with measures for the benefit of the
country, He should nut go hack to inquire ,nto the
motives of our fathers who formed the constitution
There Mevii enntivh in every see'ion of the country If
sought out, for all of us to lis.k at with horror, but he
always held to tliedo. trine that it wa- he better duty if
the citi ten and the i<nlill« nn to louk u|s>n the hr'gln shin
ufthln<a. This evil was inung u« at an early day, and
he be mved our It" 'felu.i s did the best they couid in re

iation to It, but ibo dd loava that q «e km to genii mewhoc.Ik *e to S|«.'tiil i.quiring what wns done y tha
North and South in limes nasi He «v how ver^ssa
matter of history th U (lie remark P < i revision which
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section with slavery. It did not follow Unit the republi
cuu party intended u> do any Hung uucoinaituiionui, bo|cause they do what is properly constitutional, and the
S -nntor from Virginia (Mr. Willey) had no right to saythat all measures brought in are a series of one plan,lie thought slavery an evil, and if, however, ho could
a oaken and injure slavery under ihe constitution, he had
the right, and n was lua d ay to do it. '1 hey could not
suppose the republican party were going to shut their
ni mths and not do or think anything, arid they
could not expect him to lose any opportunity
to dissolve the governinont from slavery. He should
be false to all the instincts of his nature if be did.believing,as lie did, that slavery was a wrong and a curse.
Within constitutional limit*, they could not expect him
to neglect any opportunity to strike a blow at slavery.
Ho beiieved the tirue had come for the abolition of
slavery in the Misttict. He hoped it would he an example
to his friend from Virginia (Mr. Curlile), and lead him
into ilia ranks to inaugurate a movement to bring his o
own irtatc into the position she might have. Virginia has o
nearly as much territory as all Now Knglarid, and has
unparalleled resources, but look at the dillcrenco! What o
can be the reason, except that Virginia has an institution l
which New Kngland has not. Ho never could understand ji
why distinguished 8 nators exhaust themselves in saving
Hosaunus to slavery, which belittled them and kept them h
fur below the position they were capable of assuming. a

Mr. Pom.Kov's amendment was reiocted. h
Mr. Ciahk, (rep.) of N. H., called up his substitute for d

the bill. o
Mr. I'avis, (Union) of Ky., offered an amendment to the

original bill, that persons are permitted to retain pos 1
session of their slaves till the money appropriated he
paid litem. Rejected.

Mr. Mavis offered another amendment, to strike out the
limit of $300 as the uvuiuge amount to bo piud for each
slave. Rejected. Yous 11; nays 30.

Mr. lisow.MNii, (rep.) of 111., said ho found no difficulty
as to the constitutionality o!' this measure. In the vari.
ous limes which this measure has been projiosed, it has
nevor been objected to on the ground of constitutionality,
but that ofexpediency. He hud an amendment, suggested
by a citizen ol tlio District who was himself a slaveholder. 0He moved to.ameud Mr. Clark's substitute by making the v
average value of slaves $,'>00, aud providing that ouo-lialf
be paid to the muster, if loyal, and the other half retainedby the Secretary of the Treasury; and that when
the slave liberated by the bill emigrates to another country, it shall be paid over to him or hor. Adopted.

Mr. Wjixky, (Union) of Va., moved the amendment of
Mr, Clark s substitute so as to provide for the submi*.
sum of the question to the people of the District before it
became a law. Disagreed to. Y'eas 13: nays 24.

RK HERALD, WEDNESDA
continued the slave trade till PdiH was net passed bv the
unanimous vote of auy one h<« ik>u. He represented here
a people who oiupbat ically belonged to the Uniou.aud if
you would Una any jiortii n ot the country pre eminentlyi val and conservative, it is the people of lug own State,
and in what he said he should try to repre-ent the viewa
of the people of that loyal Slate. Hut instead of avoiding
those questions, he found measure alter measure proIposed here, such as allowing colored people to carry the
mails, and the resolutions as to the condition of the
States. He must say. in all respect, he thought there
were other things to be looked at by this Seuuie.
especially the Confiscation bill, which lie regarded as
a measure of more moment than any bolero the
Senate, and calculated to pi., down the rebellion. He
had presented a bill for the abolition of slavery m th s
District, which was a copy of a bill presented by ouf
honored President when he was a member of the other
House, not that heTuliy lavored that bill, but becmse he
deemed it better than the one now before the Senate,and
because it has two teatures which he regarded as very
essential. Tlie first was gradual emancipation. The
wisdom of Franklin has been referred to in this debate.
Yet that great statesman, in a bill to abolish slavery in

Pennsylvania, which at thai time had less than 4,000
slaves, did not think it proper to change this state of
things by a sudden change, but left it to work out by
a gradual process.on example which, I Hunk, would
bo worthy of our attention at this day. History
shows many instances of tnen rushing and destroying,in their haste, the very thing they wish to
accomplish. The wise and prudent statesman takes
things as lie tinds them. He could not vote tor the bill,
as introduced by the committee, for various reasons,
tine was that there is nothing to hinder men from \ irgiuiabringing in slaves here worth $:i0, and selling them
for $.'100 under this bill. The Senator from Massacnu-
autls has referred to the opinions of Mr. Adams. As far
as he knew and remembered Mr. Adams, he was no advocatelor the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbiain 1837. Mr. Adams said he had invariably declaredagainst the abolition of slavery in the District of
Columbia. In 1839 be said, although he had advocated

rightof persons to petition for theabolition of slavery
here, he was not himself prepared to grant their prayer.
Mr Adams said this when the slave fsipulation
was double what it is now, and when they
had slave pens and slave uiurkels here, und I leave it to
the friends of Mr. Adams tossy what he would have said
now. But we have a class of men who aro zealous to accomplishmuch, and who are not willing to a'low natural
laws to woik. Look at slavery iu this District how. J-et
it alone, and in ten or fifteen years you will have no slaveryhere. The true friend of humopity will take the
world as it is and allow certain causes to work their inevitableeffects. By not cm taking to hasten these,
much more will be accomplished. He desired to see tho
final extinction of slavery, and hoped to see it brought
about, but he dillered greatly as to the means proposed.
Another reason why ho could not vole for the
hill was that th« Senato had decided against the
colonization principle. In this he was going
to talk plainly as a man of the 'West In
Indiana they had settled this question as with a wull
of Are. Illinois is dojng It, and he believed Ohio would
soon do the same: and he would tell the Senate now that
this black population shall not mingle with the white
population of thoir country. His children must be raised
where their equals are not among black people.where
they can see those around them with wh >ni they can

niiuglein equality; and he knew there could be no equality
existing between tin se two races. He could never vote
lor this bill unless the colonization principle was ongraftedupon it. Indiana has settled this question by
sevcufy thousand majority. Illinois has passed a provisionthat no negro or mulatto shall move into the
State after the 'adoption of the new constitution, and
that no negro or mulatto shall have the right of suffrageor hold office. Indiana has voted against
their boldiug real estate. He -was not here to amwer

questions as to whether this was right or wrong. He
look the world as he found it. But such was the opinion
and the prejudice among his people, that tliis wall, so
built up, will stand. Look at (he free blacks already in
this District. And yet the Senate proposes to set the
slaves all loose, and make of this District a settlement of
free blacks. If they pass this bill they will aluo have to

pass a law prohibiting the free blacks from other Stales
settling in the lhstrict. Mr. Adams alee took the additionalground that whenever this question was presented
it ought to be submitted to the people of the District.
If the legal voters of this District have any rights at all,
this question of their domestic policy certainly ought to
be one. He believed the President's Message to Congress,
relative to giving aid to the States, was the
tlret thing of the kind ever doue and entirely without
a precedent. He regarded the establishment of the principleunder aDy pretext or under any circumstaiices, to
uirlVa u hlnw At dm rlcrhts of the Stales as destructive of
all the liberties of the country. It might be that he
rea«l wrong, but he remembered reading while in Europe
that a distinguished General having crossed the l'otomac
and viewed the vara army collected there, said, "This
m the last or this government; State lines have been
blotted out." The sentiment was repeated a thousand
tiniea iu the political campaign or 18«0.and it is a

very pretty sentiment.that "slavery is sectional and
freedom national." But iu his view the constitutionis national, and the right or the people or the
States to make their own domestic institutions is
national, ir Mr. Jefferson said in 1400 that almost all
the rights or the States were swallowed up, what would
he say now, w hen a President sends a message to Congress,saying to the people of one section of the country,
"You do this, and we will do that?" He never intended,
as a public inan. under any circumstances, to do anything.or make an effort to strike at the rights or the
States. He believed in the old fashioned doctrine or
States rights, not the modern doctrine that the domestic
institutions and rules of society belong to the State and
the national governments has no right to take the Ilrst
step to interfere with thom. Jefferson, iu hid letters,
lays down the idea that eertain definite powers and
rights belong to tho States, and in proportion as

you assume these powers, you open the Held
to oorraptta and jobhiug and If he was
asked to sum up, in a few words, the history
of the origin of this rebellion, he would say it
is in this very system of office hunting, jobbing and corruption.There was another objection to this measure.
In the present condition ol the country ho thought it
wisdom to ronsult'lliO border Slates At present he
thought the bill ill advised and inex|iedient, and ought
to be aosli oned to some other time, when tho public
mind Kiuld look at this question, and these questions
could be fairly presented before all the members of this
confederacy. But it might be asked what lie proposed
toMo with these otner uuest ions. He proposed to prosecutethis war, ahd let time, the great arbit r.
determine the profwr remedies. There are certain
silent orres at work. Arc you rowly to let tliem
work '/ Thorn aro to he two witnesses on the
stand. There aro some 400.000 officers and soldiers
who will go South and see slavery as it is, and there
are 20,000 slaveholders In (be North who will see our
institutions as they are. They are going to be witnesses.
They will come up to fill these seals. He knew of seventygentlemen belonging to Northern regiments who had
married in Maryland in the last six months, and a man
from his own Ptato had bought land in Maryland and
will soon be ready to plough up the land and put in the
seed, and furnish produce to this capital, if you will only
let this thing alone. The resolutions ofl'cre I by the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Sumner), that the
Slates had lost all their rights, he considered had done*
more harm than SO,000 men in the rebel army, and that
this continued agitation would estrange all the Union
feeling In the South. He referred to aud read General
Shermans proclamation ami General Buell 's letter, an!
aleo the letter of Mr. Underwent, as being of the
right stamp and having the true ring to them. He did not
w ant the army tu return fugitive slaves, and had voted
heartily for the article of war to prohibit it. He wanted
the army to go and meet th« enemy. and let slavery take
care of itself. If this was done, and Congress would
only keep within Its legitimate sphere, we might have
peace in Tennessee in sixty days SDd a provisional go-
vernment tn avoir Sl"'® <n ninety days. He believed it
possible to live at peace with slavery in the I'm oil, and
if any senator believes that we cannot, be would advise
bim as an honest man to call bis armies homo. We
must succeed in the attempt to put down this rebellion.Twenty millions of such a people cannot rail.
The strength of this country is not in armies or
money. It is in something besides houses, and
money, and land. It Is in that -benevolent
system of integrity, so to speak, which has clothed this
country with more strength and more of the elements of
moral power Uian any nal ion on earth. Wo have more
charitable institutions for the deaf, dumb,blind,Ac.,
and more institutions of learning than any other country,
aod these are elements of strength which will never
fall. With this strength we can put down this rebellion
and restore this government aud this constitution, withoutcrossing a t or dotting an i. If you go from the
New World to the Old, and wander among her old
palaces, you may fltid, among other curiosities,
collections of flags of all nations, and among others the
flag of this country. and the question will at once arise
bow we came to put the stars there. It is because wo
were the tlrst nation that looked to God for assistance,and caught the eye of the star, and placed
it upon the American flag, and the God of our fathers
will be with us to day If we do our duty. There is no
bill for the prosecution of this war for which he would
not vote. The Tax bill especially met bW cointneudation.
It will bring about a direct accountability between the
people and their representatives. It will work wonderspurifycmr public men, and bring about a new order of
men He Intended to stand boldly forward to urge the
prosecution of this war, and not -top to bestow attention
on outside measures until the flag of the country floats
over the whole t'nlon. He believed these to bo the sentimentsof his peeple. Tic y regarded th.s as a great
struggle fer freedom, and they would have their Senators
and representatives push It forward, and take up no
weights by the wayside, nor allow any uu[>ediinents to
interfere with this grand work of restoring this I'niou.

Mr. Pongsov, (rep J of Kausas, spoke in favor of the
amendment as a matter of Justice He said he came here
last April, and urarly all the loyal men be found living in
the District were slaves He did not believe any slaves
were held here by any right or any law, arid we have no
right to pay masters for slaves to which thev have no
legal right.
Mr. rwMMBa.i, frepO of Me Paid he bad presented

the resolution* of hie Plate in favor of thin me.mure, an<l
pledging the Plate for her ahare of lha |*ym*nt in caaa
the resolution wo* adopted. A constitutional question
had been raiaed in objection to that irieanure, but tho
resolution sitnply say* that the United Plate*"ought to
afford aid." He.; and if the State* think it their duty, they
an mak<- the way plain for Cofigres* The people of hi*
"tate had made the way plain for nitn though he had
no heaitatlon before, What objection can there be
o it» It wiH not interfere in any vray with the
latee it leave* everything to our own choice
Ho believed slavery iojuriou* to tho whole
country, and If Jany part of the p"oplo of the
State* desire to overthrow U, he had the right to givo
t li in aid; and. with the beat withe* for lithe State*,
he did de?ire a party might rise up in the State* who do
*irr emancipation, and the argument againn the ,-caolu
Hon, that it would raise up such a party, had no force
with him. But, in regard to the atmlitiou of slavery »n
the District of Columbia, nobodt an claim thatCom.ro**
ha* not the constitutional power to legislate l"r (he Iu*.
rrict of Columbia In any way thai may aeem lieat 'ihere
never war a time when be would not vote to ubuiiah
shivery in the District of Cnlumb.a. Hehadaiid repste.liythat the object of the wet waa to restore he con.
at. nitkm, and not to interfere wun slavery ,u tha Mates,
and he meant to k sop that pled but l e did no'say,
nor Die arty did n< t cay, Dial hey w ;ld do nothliig
whleb might imMrectiy affect a'a ery. T' « otvet of the
republican par'y wa* to free the gov. niinont from con.

Mr. Trimlvil, (rop.j oi 111., ottered an amendment to
tho original bill, thai no payment be made fur any slaves a

to any person who has borne arms in rebellion against p
the United states, or in any way given aid thereto.
Adopted.

After further discussion the Senate went into execu c

tivc session. j
Adjourned. ,

House of Representatives.
Washington, April 1,1862.

enlargement os the illinois and michigan canal.

Mr. Wa-huch.ve, (rep.) of 111., presented a memorial
from tho Illinois Constitutional Convention, in favor of
the early enlargement of the Illinois and Michigan Canal,
and gave notice that ho should ask for an early coasidera- j
lion of the bill to that end, it being a matter of great
national and military importance.
The memorial was referred to the Committee on MilitaryAllaire.

TIIE PAC1S10 RAILROAD BILL.

The consideration of the Pacihc Railroad bill was

further postponed until Tuesday next.
GENERAL HOOKER AND TUB St'RRKNDER os sl'GITIVR SLAVES.

Mr. Hvtcbins, (rep.) of Ohio, asked leave to introduce
tho following:. ,

Whereas, Brigadier General Hooker, commanding the
Army of the Un iled States of the Lower Potomac, Mary land,
on the 26th day of March, 1862, issued an order, of which
the following is a copy:. ]

Hkadqcarters of the Division, 1 ,

Cams Baker, Lower Potomac, March 26,1862. /
To the Brigade and Regimental Commanders or this

Division:.I
Messrs. Nully, Gray.Dunuington, Dent, Adams, Speukc,

Price, Posey and ( obey, citizens of Maryland, have negroessupposed to be with some of the regimental camps.
Tho Brigadier Geuoral commanding directs that
they be permitted to visit all the camps
of 'bis command, in search of their property,
and if found that they bs allowed to tulte imssession of
the same without any interference whatever. Should
any obstacle he thrown in the way by any officer or sol-
dior in the division, they will he at once reported to these
headquarters. By command or

Brigadier Genoral HOOKER.
Joseph Dickenson, Asst. Adj. General.
And whereas, by the directions of Brigadier General

Daniel E. Sickles, a report was made in relation to the
said order of Brigadier General Hooker, of which the l'oi-

Hg-lihtrartehs, sboord rwilmkxi KX' ui.*ior Bkkjahe, 1
Caxn Hall, .March 27,1862. /

Likitjocant.In compliance Willi verbal directions from
Brigadier General Daniel K. Sickles, to repot t as to the occurrencesat this camp 011 the afteraoon of the 26th inet.,
I beg leave to submit the following..
At about half-past three o'clock on the afternoon of

March 26 admission within our lines was demanded by a

party of horsemen (civilians), numbering tifteen. They
presented the lieutenant commanding the guard with an
order of entrance frctn Brigadier General Joseph
Hooker, commanding the division. A copy of the order
is herewith appended. The order stated that nine men
should be admitted. I ordered that the balance of the
party should remuin without the lines, which was done.
T'pou the appearance of the others there was visible '

dissatislaction und considerable manauvt iug among the
suldtors, to so great an extent that 1 almost leared for
the safety of the slaveowners. At this time General
Sickles opportunely arrived and Instructed mo to order
them outside the camp, which I did, amidst the loud '

cheers of the soldiers. It is proper to add that before <

entering our lines, and within about se\cnty-Qvo or a <
hundred yards of our camp, one of their number dm-
charged two pistol shots at a negro who was running past
them, with an evident intention of taking his life, litis i

Justly enraged our men. All of which is respectfully t

submitted. Your obedient servant, <

JOHN TOLER, Major, i

Commanding Second Regiment Excelsior Brigade. 1
To J. C. Pilmu, Jr., Aide-de-camp and Assistant t

Adjutant General. 1
Therefore, resolved, That the Joint Select Committee on i

the Conduct of the War be requested to inquire whether
said order of General Hooker ts not a violation of thu a
recent Article of War jiusi-od by Congress and approved c

by the i'residenl, concerning the action ol the army in s
the return of fugitive slaves, and to re|sirt such a remody a

as in the judgment of the committoe will prevuul the c
issue of similar orders, which, while they outrage the n

feelings of loyal officers and men, necessarily tend to f
demoralize the army. c

Mr. Wtntuns, (Union) of Ky., before the reading was "

completed,objected to tbe introduction of the propoai- s

lion. v
.... ...

The House then went iuto Committee of the Whole on

the Tax bill.
An amendment was adopted exempting from taxation,

under the railroad, omnibus and steamboat section, all
foreign emigrants travelling at a reduced rate of rare 7
into the interior of the country, a distance of over a bun*
dred miles from the seucoaet.

Puling the proceedings the House found itself without
a quorum, and much time was consumed in evcurlng one.
Several amendments were made to the above section, a

Including a tax of one and a half per centum on the gross
receipts of bridge corporations. 4

An amendment was adopted that truet cona|ianiee be a

included with the banks.savings Institutions, Ac.,and a
that they pay three per centum on their income.
A new section was added, providing that on and after

May next there shall be paid for every insurance policy "

which may be made, renewed,continued or endorsed. a m
duty of ten cents for every one hundred dollars insured
for one year, Ac.
Mr.CoLftx, (rep. J of Ind , moved to strike out from T

the bill the section levying a tax on newspaper advertise- *

munis. He looked upon this m<»<le of taxation as oppres- f'
sive and unjust, and would briefly state his reasons for
the faith that was iu him. The proprietor* of newsi*- e

pers were willing to bear tbeir full proportion of the bur- *
thens imposed 011 the suppression of this unboly rebel- *

lion. and they were ready to make all proper sacrifices to 1
sustain and support the government ; but it would be r

easy to show that this Ui on newspaper advancements 1
was unjust and oppressive. There were no less than four '
classes of taxes imposed on the newi)ia|>er establish- *
menu. There waa, first, the tax on the au- f
pie, the printing paper.; th'-re was, also, r
the tax upon gas, oil and candles, largely used (
In printing offices, as most of the labor was performed at 1
night, there was, in addition, the tax on telegraphic
messages, hearing heavily, as tho telegraph wns neves- v

sary to the interest of the paper; then, again, was the tax
upon tho proprietors' income at the end ot the year; aud '
now. lui or an, came tne proposed tax on (lie idvittw- H

menli of tbo paper. Now, if they took all the papers in *
tiie country.good, bud and ind iff. rent.and unpiirrd into 1

their busineaa, It would be found that they did not make v

a single dollar clear profit In the year. It was true that c
to thin rule there were some rery few exceptions. It
might be snid that the sale of |mpere hag increased in >'

conse<picnre of the exciting newe of the war ; but 1
advertising tn papers, -ho life and blood and «
whole sustenanre of the press, has decreased materially *

by the paralysis of business, and great losses have been *

already sustained. In bis dl-trict, at the o|iening of the '
war, there were twenty four papers printed. Since then, *
without the aid of a lix, seven of these had given up *1
the ghost, and others would soon follow suit if the tax is
imposed Its injustice ought to be apparent to all, from h
tlie fact tbat it taxes all intermediate sources of income l>
nut toiirlual in otner trades. In taxing tl»e hotel kee|ier, "
you tax h in according to his income, which is Jnst; but P
von do not tax him, also, according to tbe number of tr
boarders he keeps in his house. Hut the news|iapor proprietoris taxed. imt only on his income, lint also on all
the resources of that Income. First, lila subscriptions;socotidl.v.hl* adverllements; and. thirdly. hie Job printing.The latter Is not always an addenda, and inany u
newspui" r esiabltshmenU derive tljeir whole income Ji
from advertisements, and ftierrfere ifwa- hcrnnipl lined. 9;
The hill tuxes the staple used in this particular business,
while It lets the Staple of the tobacco manufacturer and
others go untaxed. They might as well tax the nier- 4
chant for oa< h of his customers, us to tux the proprietor
of a newspaper on li s advertisements. Why not tux tlio
customers of all other trades as well an tbis nartlcular fj
one? 'I he lawyer has two classes of patrons.patrons In
civil an h, and patrons in remind cnuseu you do not
t'i* 1111 ..li eii.Ui elii>-s Ti,e newmiiinrr man tins clao two pi

,a r f' un onion.Iho Kiih»Tlb<T and tin* odvortlror; ci

for e*cli of Uie-o you tiri>|ir»« to tax him. while you let ai
the l*wyer «o free Why not tax the lawyer an well h
an the printer? While they eonflnod the tax upon n1
merrhanlr and other* to their Inn me, th"y propone to <|<
lax tin P or*, not only on tlwir Income. butmini on w
dwlely thro igli all 'lie ooitrro* if their a., our. To t|, * *
1,« ohjecti rt, in d for III * ro w ai h mu*t r \' lint tin >>,t| y
uirci .mil ited a a t U»o n< uep^ier proj rotor ami in 4

2 SHEET.
lavor of other trades and piofe-sious This tux will ope
rute against the bill.for it will curtail the publication of
xdver liseuient* and lessen the consumption of printing
paper. 11 will increase llie (listless of the country. It
will throw thousands out of euipioyuiuut, and rob th.
|H«ir and uuemployod of tho means of seeking and ob- r

laming employment. In every asiwet be looked upon J
:he advertisement tax as unjust and pernicious. They
would bo disappointed in heir expor tation of raising a

evenuo in this way. for already advertising had fallen
d!' all over tho country, and this provision would destroy I
t altogether.
Mr. Wkhiht, (Union) of Pa., thought that the press

sight to couie up to tlio work.
Mr. Coikax was of thesuine opinion; but, by this bill,

without taxing advertisements, publications were taxed
nore than they ought to be. They pay more than their
iroportion on tho articles used, and for paper, telegraphic J
uossures. ga« light, &c. They, might as weil im|K«c u tux
n boardors at a hotel, or on lawyers lor every criminal
r civil suit.
Mr. Weiciit said that persons engaged in every branch

f business, merchants as well as mechanics, we: e not
axed less lhan newspapers, which ought to boar their
ust proportion.
Mr. Stkyk.\s, (rep.) of Pa., replied that in England a p

urge income was derived from the tax on advertisomouts
s well as tho tax on newspaper stamps. The committee '

ie thought had already made iurgo concussions by re- it
ucing the tax on printing paper and striking out that
n ink.
Mr. Colfax said that experience had shown that tho 111

inglish tux on newspapers and books whs a tux on tl
mowledge, and that the people demanded and secured a a|
eform in this pariicular.
The eommittee disagreed to the motion of Mr. Colfax

0 strike out the advertisement section. n
The section was dually amended as follows. and then p
etainod in tho bill:.

pThe tax on advertisements shall be assessed on the
mounts received tor Hie same, not the amounts charged, and ri
reduced from live to three per centum. .

Newspapers with less than two thousand circulation
r whose receipts arc less than $1,000 por annum for udertiscments,are exempted from uuy advertising tux.
Tho committee here rose and the House adjourned.

1

NEWS FROM FORTRESS MONROE.
Fohtriss Monroe, March SI, 1862. jAll i8 quiet here to day.

('upturn Seaver, of tho Aeronautic Department, makes
balloon reconnoi tsunoo this afternoon.tho first made

icro ainco last summer.
A boat, containing 11vo well known secessionists, was

aptured ou the James river, above Newport's News,
rc>-tcrday, transporting produce and stores for the rebel
irtny.

Oar Fortress Monroe Correspondence.
Fortress Monroe, March SI, lxtfi.

Arrival of a Royal Party from Washington to Look After
the Escape of the Nashville..Strange Conduct of the
British and fYcnch Naval Commanders, ttc.
Yesterday (Sunday) afternoon the steamboat King

Philip arrived here from Washington, on a special trip,
having on board Vice President Hamlin, Senators Hale
uid Anthony and others of tho Senate Naval Committee,
accompanied by a numerous posse of friends, including
about fifteen ladies. The weather on arrival of the
visitors was extremely unpropitious, there being an eustoarlystorm prevailing, accompanied by wind and rain,
fbe party landed at the new government wharf, and from
thence proceeded to tho fortress, where they paid their
respects to the veteran (ictioral Wool. The visit was

wholly unexpected by the latter; but the General, who
tlways has the door latched outside, gave bis guests a

hearty welcome. As soon as it was known that the Vice
President had arrived, a salute of fifteen guns was fired
'mm the water battery of the fortress. Notwithstandingthe Inclemency of tho weather, the visitors, under a

proper escort, proceeded to Inspect the fortress. The
Midlers' quarters, bakehouse and hospital were in turn
inspected, after which the party took a promenade ou the
parapet of the work, l'rum which they obtaiued an excellentview of Port Wool (Kip ltaps), the rebel batteries at
Sowall's Point, Newport's News, the immense naval and
lrans]K>rt fleets iu the harbor, the federal encampment*
at Hampton, and the ruins and debris of the late village
uf that name. A review of the troops in garrison was
also witnessed.
To-day the visitors proceeded per stnamboat to Newport'sNous, accompanied by the baud of the 'i'ontn

New York regiment. At that jiouit they were received by
Brigadier General MausHeld and his atnfT. A salute was
tired from the Coluiubiad battery in honor of the Vide
President. The parly visitod the General's headquarters,
and from tiience proceeded to the military village of the
soldiers' log huts. After remaining ono hour at this
place, the fairly re-embarked and returned Via tbis j
point, proceeding up Hampton cove, where they had an
excellent view of camp Hamilton. Thoy subsequently
visited the marvellous buttery Monitor, and lutteriy the
flagship Minnesota. At the latter vessel thoy were receivedby Flag Officer (Soldsborough. A salute of thirteen 1
guns was And. The party returns to Washington this 1
evening. To an inquiry 1 made of one of this royal i
party us to the object of this extraordinary visit, I ]
received the reply that "it was an official visitor the i
Senate Naval Committee to make inquiries as to the cs- I
cape uf the Nashville." Kvery body here thought it was 1
a first class pleasure trip at tho expense of Undo Sain. j
The British war steamer Kinablo, which for t

several weeks past has been anchored outside \
>ur fleet off the mouth of the Chesapeake, got s

ip steam this morning, and proceeded to a new %
mchorago ground, midway between the fortress and <

Newport's News. This strange proceeding.for strungo t
t is.deserves an explanation. The point where this
learner is now anchored is directly in the way of
jur licet in case the rebel steamer Morrimac cssu>s to
ome out from Norfolk. Again, tho auchurage ground
narks the turn in tho ship channel diverging to Newport's
News and to this point.an excellent guide for the Morimacin case she makes a night attack. To un inquiry
mole of one of the officers of the Rinuldo, after the
'bange of that vessel's anchorage, ho replied that "it ,
vns done in order to have a good view of the next battle
>etweeu the Merrimuc and the Monitor." Who told lnra .

hat there was to be another fight between these vessels*
lid the commander of tho Rinaldo receive official informationfrom the British Consul at Richmond*
The commander of the French steumer Catinat, which

irrived here lust week, is also guilty ot a palpable breach
if naval etiquette. On his arrival tie ilrst anchored outddeof our fleet, and subsequently steamed to a point
ibout a half a mile south of the government wharf and
ast anchor, so as to but his vessel a short distance from
ind outside the Monitor, thus obscuring the view ^

rom the latter «f Klizabeth river, Sewall's Point and I
ither points neoAsary for the latter vessel to watch u

igamst rebel encroachments. One week has clapsod .

ince this occurred, and yet the commander of the French
toanier has not seen proper to move hie vessel out ol the 1

vay of the Monitor, eo that the latter can have an unibslructcdview of any movements of the rebels.

Oar Newport's News Corrospondeaee.
First Rriuadk, finn ihvision,") 1

itki'sRTXKirr or V'isoiku, > i
Newport's News, Va., March 30,1302.) t

'he Mrrrimac.IVhi/Don't She Comet.Constant Influx of \

Ritnau*iy Slam.The Cruel Treatment to which Then are ]
Subject.Delightful Weather.CharmingSpring Scenery. (
Military Dramatic and Singing Clube, etc., etc. \
The Merrlmac still hesitates to malco her reappear- <
nee. From all we can learn by the evidence of deserters *
nd fugitive slaves, it socma to bs a fact that she is ready |
t any moment to go to work again. Whether the rebel t
ithorlties bavo concluded to act fort ho pretest on the |
sfcnslva, or wbethsr tbs Merrlmac his not sufficient f
onlldence In her own powers, we are of course unable to

ay. The latter opinion seems to be ths general one i

tnong military men here. The little rebel gunboat t
carer still lies opposite to Pay's Point, and will occa- i
tonally venture down the river a few miles, but never
ar enough to come within range of our guns. *

Runaway »laves continue to come into our camp almost <1
very day. On Friday three hoys belonging to Robert g
sunders, a large farmer living on the Yorktown and
t'llliamsburg road, made their escape from Mulberry
aland, where tbev had secreted themselves for over two c
uonths. They state, as their reason for running away, y
hat one of their comrades, wlitr had beon twice guilty of
lis crime of visit.ng his wife on Sunday, had been shot
lead, and that they themselves had each received C
Ifty lashes for breaking the laws once. The slaves are li
nads to work on the fortlflcatlons Sundays and week
lays aliks, and wIicd they are unable to worknny longer,
hey are sent to Richmond and sold off to the ootton h
bates A smart little negro hoy, fifteen rears of age, f'
vhn came in yesterday, gave a good deal of* valuable In- '
ormatl in about the fori ideations ;it and around Williams- P
iiirgand Yorktown. Ho also related some laughable ll
mecdotes about General Magruder. under whom he has 1
erved us waiter. The gallant General Is still as liberal '
a ever in lus personal allowance of grog, and it Is no
ronder that his men complain because they are entirely &

ut off from the use of It. c
Spring has now fairly set In In this region, and more c

ovely scenery thnn that which meets the eye all along ''
lia laser.au sisas oatiixvl Via l»ia«ina<l t Ha first mtlilnn

rem begin* to jieep forth from tbo earth, and the songtor*of apring (111 the wnad* with their wonderfully
weet harmonic*. Even the ruin* of the oh! lees'and
one*' mansions, moat of them destroyed b*r "generous
nd chiralrlc" Southerner*, form no unfitting part* of A

lie landscajie.
Company E, of the First regiment New York Volunteer*,
aveformed a dramatic and ringing clnh, which give*
crfoMiiaoca* about twice a week. .A* a matter of conrue,
le officer* give every encouragement to *uch innocent 0
leisures, and the performance* are *uch a* to reflect p
lucb oredlt upon tHn*e who undertake the ta*k.

|r

New York Chnrter Rlectlona. 1
OUDKXSHt l.o, April 1. 18(12.

At the charter election to day the entire democratic t.
cgcl WH* elected except the Collector. Hon. David C.
jdeon wa* elected l'reeldent of the Itoard of Trueteee by
(minority. o

H'U*ir*<TAPV, April 1, 1««2.
The whole democratic city ticket wag elected to day by
I tncieaacd miiionty.

11
Rrtwriiwi thk Or/Mi.Priisamk Eatat, Rnvir Joseph
arret! a memb r or ' j og Enfant* Perdu*,'' while at
mpting to run the guard at the headquarters of the

q.tnirnt, 77 White *troel, a few evening* ago, was
viglit by one of the sentries, named Charles Zlegler,
r <1, a xti uggle ensuing, the latter was c impelled to use
i bayonet ia self Iclence. (Jarrett was stabbed III the

and so severely Injured ti.at hii rocovcry I*
Ml' I. 'le was removed to (lie New York lfospit.it,

.'T i \. in \ o* ii a pr m .irlou* condition. Ziegler wa*
irrci d red by is iperlOf officer to Justlco Tlr< nnan
sleidny, ml committed to await tho result of the

loniidcd man * injury.

fvl

INTERESTING! FROM EUROPE.

PHE MAILS OE THE JUBA.

English Opinion of the Eman<
cipation Messaere.

fews from India and China by the
Red Sea Telegraph,

hc«, tit, kt.

Our European flics, by tho Jura at Portland, cams to
and from Boston at half-past eleven o'clock last night,
he mails reached tho city at an early hour this morn>8-
Accounts from Berlin state that on tho day of the disso-
ition of tho Clutmber blank cartridge was distributed in I
10 barracks, and every measure taken to put down any
Itcinpt at insurrection.
Tho London journals are dated to the 21st of March,
nil contain tho following important expression of Eng-shopinion on the merits of President Lincoln's emanciationMessage, already referred to in our tcligraphie
sport of the news published in the Hkrald yesterday

lorning:.

THE AMERICAN QUESTION.
President Lincoln's Emancipation Policy

[From the London Times, March 20.]
The lutolllgeuce from America which wc publish tolayia the most imporiaut which has reached tliis countysince the United Stales split into two republics. The

lrst offer has been made by tho North. President Lin
olnproposes to abolish slavery in the South by graduallybuying up the slaves with the federal revenues, leaving,however, to each Stale its present right to continue

r to discard the "institution" itself. The object is
tvowed to be that of recovering to the Union the border
flutes. Tho means of purchase aro not set forth. It is
only suggested that a continuance of the expenditure
now applied to tho w ar would soon suffice to purchase
this expedient towards peace. This proposition is important,not lor its intrinsic likelihood of uiceptonce,
but simply because it is a proposition, and is the first
bid rnuno towards putting un end to the wur. We may
hope that others may follow, and that the North may
grudually rise iu its oilers until something acceptable
has bocn put forth. Tho only reply of the South to Mr.
Lincoln has been a resolution of the Confederate House
of Kepresuulatives to burn all cotton and tobacco that
may bo in danger of lulling into the hands of the invadeis.Meanwhile tho snow has fallen on the district
that separates the armies of the Potomac and Manassas,
and General McClellan is again prevented from advancing,
lu overy point of view this pro|iosul of the I'odcral Presidentgives great scope for speculation, aud )>ei haps some
glimpse of hope; but U isfor what it may heraht, and not
for what it is.

[From the London Star, March 20.]
Presideut Lincoln has sent a niessugu to Congress

which will secure for him the uxtrmert »ym\ia)hy and admirationof the. HeUixel world. Ho proixises that the two
Houses should, by a joint resolution, offer to co-operate
with the slave States Tor the gradual emancipation of
the slave population. Ho advocates this proposition by
arguments which are irresistible. He points out thai
this measure is one of the most efficient of scif-preeervalien;and that if udopted by the more northern Stales*
it would alienate them permanently from the Southern
confederacy, and so breuk the neck of the rebellion.
While not claiming for the federal government the right
to interfere with slavery within State limits, the President
significantly remarks that if resistance to the national
authority continues, it is impossible to foresee what
may take place. "Such means as may seem indispensable,or may obviously promise great dliclency towardsending the struggle, must and will come." Thin
is an unmistukcublc hint to those who persist in rebellion,to put their house in order. Mr. Lincoln, in the
lorni of an interrogatory, suggests whether the compensationoffered would not be of more value to the State*
and persons concerned than the institution of slavery in
the present aspect of affairs. The message a|tpears to
have been well received by the more influential organs
of the press, and we Shall wail with groat intend for. the
debates which it must occasion within the wa Is of Congress.It it impossible to -xagr.ernte the impo'tance afAit '

locumnt, or tho momentous character of tnc isoics which
ire involved in the pio|xiviiions which it contains. It is*
it all events, an indication that, the dawn of einatMipa*
Lion is not remote, and that the government of the United
States are prepare*I to carry out that great act of Justice
jy wise and peaceful means.

[From the Liverpool Post, March 20.]
Mr. Lincoln has seut to Congress a message so startling

;hat it has almost suspended discussion at Washing:ou.the Uiilerent parties being afraid to meddle with
t till they discover the tendency of public, opinion.
However it may be event uully receivod in America, there
an be no doubt that it will have an incalculable effect In
'.urope. and that effect will be most favorable to the
Northern cause. Hitherto, every Europenn country has
ustitled its leaning to the South, or its apathy towards
he North, on the ground that tho federal government
vas not honestly or heartily opposed to slavei y. To that
orious imputation the new message of President Lincoln
* a direct atuioer, tor he pro|>oaeH a scheme winch will
* initiala' that is the word lie himself selects.the en*
ire emancipation of the negroes.

News from India and China.
tuk kkii ska tklkukafh.

A despatch from the Keel Sea and Indiu Telegraph Comiariy,Island of .lubnl. Red .Sea, has been received [as late
>y one day as from London.]

Ji-ral, March 20.Noon.
The Odin has passed Jnbal, having on board the

apane-ie ambassadors.
The Odin reports that Shunghae was closely invested

ty the rebels.
Lord Elgin arrived at Calcutta on the let of March,

The Sumter Prisoners.
iRREST OF THE UNITED 8TATK8 KX-CONSPI, AT CAD1K
AND THE PAYMA8TKR OF TUK SUMTER.110W IT WAS
MANAGED.TUEY ARE ON THEIR WAY TO BOSTON.

The following is an extract from a private letter to a

ent Ionian in this city, showing the manner in which the
'ay master of the Sumter and the United States ex-Consul
it Cadiz were made prisoners, and transferred from the
"nitcd States ship lno to the bark Harvest Home, bound
o Boston, where they may be soon expected:.

Cadiz, March 11, 1842.
In my last letter, a week ago, I forgot to tell you thai

he ship lno arrived from Boston in thirteen days' ]ysage.She was a merchant vessel, purchased by the
(overnment, and Is commanded by Lieut. Creesy, for-
nerly a celebrated captain in the merchant service,
arho made some extraordinary passage* in Uw

-'lying Cloud to and from San Francisco. Captain
troeay proceeded from here to Algesirus, and from
hence went over to Dangler, to take on board the ex"onsul,T. T. Tunetall, and the Fayneuter of the
tuinler, who, I mentioned In my laat letter, it was reportedhad been arrested by our Consul. It appears
hat they had been confined in Irons for over s week st

.he Consulate's, previous to the arrival of the 1no. The
orsigners at Tangier, on the day of the arrival of the
alter vessel, surrounded the Consulate and demanded the
ieaee of the prisoners. Captain Qreesy landed thirty

nen, armed with cutlasses and navy revolvers, and,
leaded, by a drummer, "ever and anon heating martial

ounds," marched up to the Consulate, some half a mile
llstant from the landing, and there formed a hollow

quare,witb the prisoners shackled In the centre, each
errled by two sailors, aod returned to the beach amldrt
rowds of Jews, (Jentiles and Mabomedans that lined

he streets and housetops, hooting and shouting all the
Ime. The Ino then paased over to Algesiras. Captain
raven,of the Tuscarora, directed Captain Crecsy to reFare

the prisoners; but he declined, and went to sea for
ho purpose of meeting * 1th some American vessel bound
.ome. After cruising about some eight or nino days, be
>11 In with the hark llai vest Home,rrom this port, bound
i) Doeton, on board of which vessel he transferred therlsonerain irons, to bo takoii home in that manner, and
l> be handed over to the Mslrlct Attorney at Ho*ton
he prisouers wire to bo routined on b< aril in serrate
ooms, aud no communication to be allowud between
bom, and also to fare as the sailors. Two blankets and
bed each were tunnelled Iham by the Ino. Captainreesyescorted llie Harvest Home m far as Cape HI Vinent,ami then returned to ibis port. The name of the

'aymastor of tho Hnmter is Myers.
News from the West ladles.
nen ul-uui 111 f'ORMVaPnNf)KNI*K.

Hamilton*) Bermuda, Mtii k 21, 1862
Irriruf of the Brilith Steamer^Bermuda, with t\tty Tern oj
Gtinftovxler on Board.1'iutengeri far the Betel State*.

Engttih War Ve*»rti ami Their Movement?, rfr.

Tim steamer Bermuda arrived yesterday at 81

eorges, from Liverpool, Kngkml, bringing ilalea theoce
u the 1*1 Inst. Tho report la tlial she has on board ftfiy
:>n* of gunpowder. KverytWng in regard to hor Is kept
ulte secret by those on board.
8he has brought some pns«ongert, and It was rumored

ill evening that Mr. Hlidell wt*s one of them. She will

presume, leave again as soon as she obtains a supply
f coal.

Hamiltov, Bermuda, March 22 1802.
Tho following ships of-war have left lierrn jda during
he past wrck or twos.

modem, for England,
landrail, for Now YorU
Kncer, for Charleston
tireyhound,for Halifax,
lmmoriaiite, for Barbados.
Aliouklr.lor hum Key.
The shlps-of-war now hero aro .

Nile (flagshlp.J
Hero.
Agamemnon
Orlando.
Tar ir.
Nlinli.

, a-


